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Yaphank Bennie Tries Scouting Work
Tells Friend Barney of His Ambition to Gain Medals and Reproves Gertie, but First

Practice at Night Proves to Have an End Most Discouraging to a Hero
By FRAZIER HUNT.

l'tV I'l'TUX.

Monday night, Kin. 28.

UIHX II BAKXKV: WVII I haeF been lea ling pretty downhearted

lately and I can tell you Barney that
I lit" winmiiii iif America arc to litamt'

ami lii.il tiif should might ! be

f theiiiseles over I Ik- - way some of thou
trelc t lie brave solder boys wilSi have

iflivil titer.: lites mi that Hie weeker sex

mi keep right on catching iHr mails in

then spider web.
Take what that dame that mine out In

see me but wt I turned away in scorne
done Ui ate Saturday foriuKauce. Hen; I

waa all excited over seein some beaulit'nl
little girl and even having my whole

reaped out tor me and lie.r and then
that scare erow roue m( and it give uic
a shock I bat will never again He a- - good
a man again as I once was.

Well f have made U my mind to one
tiling Harney and that is thai I am going
lo be a pure military man from now on
and that mil bin;; is going to detract me
froru my determination to be a officer
and win some medals and eonie back with
mdaU on my ehext and I lien I will say
to all these weeker se.il that have tried lo
make a fool over themselves over me. I

will say. Yon it wok who tried to ruin my
life but you have faled miseribly for I

am ;i solder and I have done my duty.
And I gues that will make a lot of them
dames feci mighty cbepe, I gut.

But f should worry ab'iut dame much
after all for I gues we will he in r'ranse
in about a month and then we wont have
time to think of raueh else bnt just whip-uiu- jf

thorn Hudbs.
In the first place us American,, is

bigger mea fisiall.v t'igUi now than any
of them other bird and then right now
we have only got the flower of our land.

Them Huuns has had the heat men I hey
got killed of hill of eonrse I hoy have got

a i'l f hl left bat T gum we will make

em lliink right when we get going strong
over there. And Barney don't get all

about all this Congress stuf ns

solders is well looked after and etery our
of us has got a lee-Kntie- rifle aud it

wont lie very long until Ihere is plenty
f cannon and machine guns.

Its to bad they cant make cannon
aud mai-bin- guns out of bone Barney for
if they eould they could get enough out

of Cmigres members to make a eouple of
uiillim machine Runs and ."(00,000 ean-

tion with. Yours. IUxsif.

Gertie If Reproved.
Tuesday night.

Ilitx l?Ml.: I donl see how you ran
acitse me o unjustly as to say tbal I must
have someone else I am deeply interested
in or I would have com in and saw you
Saturday or at least wrote you. You

should ought lo he ashamed of yourself
to even think such a tbiug as that (jertie
especially when you know tbat I donl

never think of nothing else but the army
and that I have dedikated my life to my

eountry and that outside of you no
woman rounts for even nought with me.

I have had a kind of a eold the past
two or ibree days from exposure but I

don't blame old V. Sam for it because
we got lots of clothes and shoes aud he
gives us everything that he ean buy. I

rues maybe though if I had a sweler
vel I would have lien all right hut that
aint L'ncle Sams fall because there aint

no way he ean knit a millun and a have

swelers. The wimmiu of America have

to do that and if they would rather set-Hi- e

snider boys die like flies aud cateh
bad eolds and everything than knit them

a lew little sweter jackets then I gues
we will just hate to die like rats in a

tnit.
I will be able to get in to you see you

Saturday night sure and we will have the
time of your life you eau bet. I gues
we wont play the old Strand eh (Jertie
and then we will dance some afterwards
someplace t h (iertie. You will not
need to lie ashamed of your solder boy
either I ean tell you (Jertie. Well good
bv. Your old Jazz Tune Wiz. Rkvn'ik.

Volunteer ai a Scout.
Wednesday night.

Binior: Well Kuxnejr I gue ill,

not knock you dead or nothing like' that
when I tell you that I am going to be u

seoute and that is one of tl.e most im-

portant things about an army and re--

iilircs more branes and brawn and is only
for the bravest men in the hole army.

To be a seoute you have pot to have
absolutely every! hiug Barney and they
is all ehoe carefully and hae to In-

trusted men aud friendly with the gen-

erals a-- , they are often called to mingel
with them freely.

And now I will tell you all about how
I was ehose for this special job and of
how of all the ."tMOrt men in ramp they
chose I as one.

Well this morning a l.iileiiatit who is
our halation scout officer lie got about
50 men together from our four companies
iu our seeund halation and he said, We
want a few very ehoise men for the most
dangerous job iu the most dangerous
branch of the sen ice and we want
nothiu but votuuters.

You have got to know, he said, that
your work will be out iu no mans
hetwen the treuche and that often you
have got to lay out there for "J4 hours
at a lime hid because you eau not gel
hack without the (Sermans shootin you.
Aud he said, Only men with lots or branes
who can be absolutely relied on eau serve
been use I hey have got to protect our reg-

iment from xuprise attack and then they
have got to (hid out all about the enemy
and tell it lo US besides.

Well when he called for Volunters Bar-

ney I gues you can gues who was one of
the lirl to step out. Well Ihere was
pretty near all them ."ill stepped out and
then the officer lie give another speaeh.
You understand this is very daugeious
work, he said, and only them who is not
afraid to kill a (Jennan at a seconds no-

tice and is not afraid of anything is
wanted, be said.

But of rourv you eau bet Barney thai
I staid on and so now I am a Sroute anil
I am proud of it to. We are going to
have a special school tor lis scoutes and
we are going to learn all jiIkhiI how to
scoute and when ve get to Franse we

will be prepared for theut damn lluniis
ami I gues they had letter not try any
of there fre.h stuff on us. So long.

KtA'MK.

Manages to Keep Warm.
T bun-da- y iiiht.

IIkai: Mima: I gues I have neglected
writing you some Mama but I have been
awful busy the paat few days and I will

try and do better the next tini. I will
lie iu town Saturday and then I will tell
you all about what we have leen doing
and everything.

1 wish that you could see our regiment
marching now Mama for you would not
beleve your own eyes that anylwdy eould
make such Hne solders as we have been

.made iu lour mouths. And most of the
hots have not been here anything like as
long as four mouths and lots of them has
not been iu the regiment more than four
weeks but you would not ever know it

lo see them.
What I was going to tell you. Mama

was that you dont need to worry any
more about the cold wether now because
we have got new winter raps that are
liear cats Mama. They are tine and warm
and when the wetlier is bad we eau pull
them down over our ears and they keep
us as warm as tost.

But when it is not so very cold we
ware them with the bill tucked inside
and the back of the cap to the front and
then we ware them kind of over one eye
and they look tike we was Canuduns or
belonged to the flying corpse. They cer-

tainly are jaunt ie and they make us look-lik-e

about four millun bucks each. All

the solder hoys is crazy about them and
right now according to the regulatuu- -

they are not allowed to war any oilier
hat.

Dout worry none Mama about us solder
Imys because we have got all the cole iu

the world out here and our barucks is
warm and Hue. Will see you Saturday
sure. Your own Binvik.

Where Brains Count.
Thui-sda- nighl.

Baiim.y: Well we had our firt scoute
drill today and 1 want to tell you that it

certainly is great stuf Barney. We "was

took out ou a long hike iu the wood, and,
our officer who is lerning us this stuf give
us different kinds of talks about what we

would have to do and how iuiort.iiit onr
work was.

I tell you Barney that next ro lieing
commander general or something tike that
a seoute has got the most important job
in the hole army. A lot of people think
tint aeroplains m the most important
cheese but that is,all a mistake aud just
because them birds think they have got
clas tl.ey hate bullied the Amerieau peo-

ple into believing it lo.
But I am right here lo slate Barney

that one good seoute like I working
around on his own bra tic power ean tern
more stuf and do the array more good
iu one night than a whole Hock of them
living birds ean in lliree weeks.

You dont suppose anybody espeeialy
them lluniis would let anybody se what
they was .doing in the daytime do you.
and one of them aeroplains eant go up
without being seen and everyb.)dy in eight
miles knowing they was up. And they
eant see uothiu at night and they have t
do all there observing when its light and
you ear. Vi that them pretzel eaters aint
no foots aud they donr do any! hiug
worth reportiug when its light.

But you take us seoute boys. We d

our work at night and we go quiet with-

out making any noise and when we rind
out all that we want to know we sneke
hack to our own general and tell him
what we seen. And then he tails up bis
other generals and we hae a general ss

and talk everything over pro and
con and rthen we come to a u

aefc on it right away.
So will leve it to von Barney which

is the most important us Scoutes or them
llyiiig birds w hieh you are always reading
mi much about. But yon never hear noth-

ing about us because we are not that kind.
We dont heleve in publicity and be-

cause if the Cenuans knew who we was
and saw our pictures ete in the papers
they would be on the look out for us and
would make traps for us. So all this I

aui writin-- r jmt is strictly contidental.
So long, Brxkv.

Plaat Outing With Gertie.
Thursday uight.

Ukai: (iMrm.: You have mistook me
agin Icriie because I did not mean any-

thing about ou about what I said about
them knit sweter vests. Of course. was
not refering to you anil besides I have
got oer my cold anil am o. k. again now
for a change.

Why f dont suppose I would even ware
one of them sweter vests (Jertie if I had
a half of a dozen, ami that is exactly the
way that I feel about the nutter. If I
had one I would give it io one of the poor
solder boys here who has not got one and
who needs it far worst than I do.

I was glad to hear you say that the old
town is full of solder boys on Saturday
and Sunday, because (Jertie we eau show
them what the real staff is when 1 and
you go dim n old Broadway together.
My uniform lits me line (Jertie and if I

had made a sucker out of myself and
paid SO bucks for my overcoat like some
of these boob oHieers done 1 could have
not got a better lit.

I am glad (hat you want to go to the
Strand so bad because that is just what I

want to do and that jii- -t shows "how I and
you agree even this far away ou every-

thing Gertie. And also about the dancing
afterwards, (Jertie. If I had thought it
all out myself I could not have thought
of any thing better than just that. Ob
you light fantistick (Jertie.

Well I guess I better hang up (Jertie or
the operator will Ie sticking me another
gitney-fo- r over time. (looi! by. Your
old Wi. Bkkxii:.

Night in No Man's Land.
Friday oiipper lime.

BakSkv: Well I guw. that this will be
a peace of news for n that will just
about knock your eye out Barney. To-

night we are going to have our first night
scoute practice and of course I am going
along as one of the prinsipte scoutes.

We are going out to the trensli system
when' we have got 400 yards of trenshes
just like they are iu Franse and we .in-

going to have practise jut like we was
actually lighting over there. We had a
lecture all about it this afternoon aud the
officer he explained just how the scoute
hud. to- - cial out, in no maiu Land on ,

there hands and face and erawl up to the
(iertuau wire eutanglimetil.s and then

crawl under them sometimes mid find out
ail about what the Hunns was doing and
whether or not they was libel to attack

"us that night or not.
Well v.e have all kinds of different

things to do aud it is all very d.ingentus
and requires only the Unest brane and
brawif like I foriusauce.

But what I was going to tell you atmiit
was our trer:sli system out heie. It i

bare eat Barney aud has got everything
that the trenshes hue where the fighting
is going on.

This is only one treush system aud
across an open space about KM yds. wide

there is ait enemy trench system that is
the same as ours. Well all that is where
we are going to work tonight in our
scoute practise.

I will tell you all about it tomorrow
night or Sunday when I see you in tlia
eitv. Yours, Barsky.

Downfall of a Scout.
Sal unlay .'t p m

Trlryram lo (Sertif
Am in hospital can not keep dat.

Sorrv for ou. Bkvnic.

Saturday night.
Bar sky: 1 am writing this proped up

in lied over here at the Base Hospital
and I gnos that my earen- - as a Seoute is
just about ended and that I may never
live to get to Kranse. but I will die a
hem just the same and I will get a mili-

tary funeril and everything iuclnding
slutts fired over my grave and a flag
dra ied over me.

Them is pretty sad thoughts but this
is no joking matter lieing in a military
hospital in such shape as I am iu.

But first T must tell you how it wa

that I am here aud how it looks now lika
I would never be a Seoute again.

Well last night about 8 o'eloek we went
out for our first night practise. The
enemy is over there in them other trenches
onr officer whispered pointing at the same
time across some no mans Ijnd that it
was so dark you eouldnt see nothing at
all. I want three of you Scoutes to erawl
over there and report just exactly what
you see. he said. If there aint no (Ser-

mans iu theui trenches why come Imck
and thai, he said. Aud dont forget
to tind out everything and all about how
the land is. he said.

Well of course I voluutensl right away
and without giving no instruction of any
kind he just said. All right .start out and
remember that silence is golden.

Well after we got started f beunl him
say somet hiug. about not falling in any
place but it was so indistiurt that I didnt
know just what it was. And that is where
that officer is to blame and he should
ought to lie cortemarsbaled.

How did I know wliut was oul then.
1 didn't know whether there was holes or
mountans or what. But I went right ov
out there ou my hands aud face like if
was my duty and I musta crawled about
a mile, anyway it felt thai far. and I
was crawlit.g kind of sideways wheel

Wham!
Well do you know what happened.

Well I fell seeii feet into that enemy
trench and I broke my left anil aliove
the elbow by falling on my rifle and I
dislocated some bones around my hip aud
musta fractured my skull in a couple of
places and was ery badly injured in-

terna ly.
Well of course lieing aliuirt killed I

let out a yell iu lay pane and iu ;diotit ten
secunds the I.uteniint Coffey and the other
Sconles come running over and when they
seen what terrible condilim I was in they
looked very grave lo each other aud lieguii
whispering.

My (Sawd. this is certainly awful. I

herd the l.uteuant say. I gues we lietter
rush him to the hospital. And we uuistnt
let the newspapers et ahold of this, he
whispered.

So here I am ,ver here in the base
Hospital and 1 wouldnl be surprised if
it would lie my downfal here Barney.

Anyway I am t'lmugh with the Scoutes
forever Bennie and if I ever do get out
of here by any chanst I gues I will go in
for something safe and sane like flying.

Bkx.vik.

Trleiram ! Uftiriii'.- - mnthrr.
Your son Bennie Jn hospital with

broken, ami. Nothing serious.
, Lif.itkxaxt J. D. CoiTKr.


